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President’s Paragraph 

By Gene Walker 

My wife and I flew into Saint Louis MO and drove 

up to Milwaukee WI to Harley-Davidson’s new 

museum. This museum was dedicated in 2008 to 

celebrate Harley’s 105th anniversary. 

 
Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee 

We registered in advance to catch the first guided 

archives tour at 10:00 AM, which lasted about 45 

minutes. We spent all day admiring the excellent 
displays, reading posters and taking pictures. We 

ate lunch at the H-D Motor Restaurant. 

After lunch we visited the gift shop to pick-up a 

few souvenirs because most items are only 
available there. The museum is not planning a 

DVD of the exhibits. 

While in the competition area, we found a hill 

climb poster from Rocky Butte in Portland OR and 
another from Lewiston ID, both from the early 

1940s. Highlights were seeing the first motorcycle 

HD built, Serial #1 in a 10x15 shed from 1903. 

One of only 27 remaining1909 models was there. 
The 1909 was Harley’s first model with a V-Twin. 

The exhibit also included examples of the first 3-

speed transmission in 1915, the first kick starter 

in 1916 and the 1936, 61 cu in streamliner Joe 

Petrali rode to a world speed record of 137 mph at 

Daytona Beach in 1937. 

Further on were all the factory production hill 

climbers plus several racers mounted to a wooden 

motordrome track. Other displays included several 

types of commercial made vehicles, bicycles from 
the teens to early 1920s, military models built 

during World War II and Elvis Presley’s 1956 KH. 

Right next to the Elvis’ bike were one of Evel 

Knievel’s bikes and the motorcycles used by Peter 
Fonda and Dennis Hopper in the film Easy Rider. 

 
Bikes from the movie Easy Rider 

Throughout the museum are display cases filled 

with memorabilia. One wall was covered with 

beautifully painted gas tanks, beginning with paint 
schemes from the mid-1930s.  

It was truly inspiring to walk through a time 

capsule of motorcycles spanning over 100 years of 

continuous production. Put this one on your list of 
things to see. 
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OTC Christmas Party 

Tom & Stephanie hosted the Christmas Party at 

their home in Salem. Tom spent the day Traeger-

smoking a Turkey, while Stephanie prepared fresh 
Apple cider and several healthy side dishes of 

veggies. Dessert included several pies, a few 

cakes and some sweet rolls. Laid out on the 

dinner table and surrounding furniture were 
contributions from a dozen or so kitchens. 

 

Norlene, Susan, Tadd, Scott Gee and Scott Nelson 
are shown sampling their way around the table. 

 

Chuck talks vintage MX racing with Gene. 

 

Carol, Stephanie (behind Carol), Gail and Norlene 

share a moment together as they snack. 

 

Jackie, Tom and Stephanie enjoy great food and 

company. 

 

The Christmas Party always brings together a 
house full of great friends. It’s great to see our 

OTC family in the off season. 

 

On behalf of all those in attendance, I’d like to 

thank Tom & Stephanie for hosting another 
wonderful Christmas Party. 
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November Meeting Minutes 

Gene called the meeting to order at 2:13. The 

meeting was held at the Powerland Texaco. 

Attendees:  

Gene Walker, Pat & Carol Smith, Shannon & Gary 

Kelley, Chuck Hodson, Jackie Nonae, Don 

Woodard, Tom Krise, Ed Lobb, and Tom Ruttan 

Meeting minutes from October were approved. 

Membership: 

$20 for 2 renewals 

Treasurers Report: 

TomR presented October’s report. 

Old Business:  

We’re waiting for a board decision on our 2013 bid 

for a national road run. 

Gary is working with the Village Green to finalize 

plans for the 2012 Road Run.  

New Business: 

Vintage Racing is happening at the State 

Fairgrounds in Salem. Chuck is participating. 

Chuck took 4th in the last race! Jackie sent Gary a 
link to the schedule: 

Lumberjack Vintage MX Series 

The Pacific NW is where you will find some of the 

best Vintage Motocross tracks, bikes and races in 
the world. Vintage motocross puts mainly pre-

1975 models back in the dirt where it all began. 

Many of the bikes and some of the riders are 

museum quality. Every year, Novation sponsors 

the Lumberjack Vintage MX Series and awards top 
riders in each AHMRA class. 

OTC member Chuck Hodson (66v) participated in 

the 2011 Lumberjack Series. He’s seen below on 

the Crooked River Track in May of last year. 

 

Chuck was proud to report he raced to fourth 

place in the 2011 points standings. 

Lumberjack Premier Intermediate 500 Results 

Rank Number Rider 

1 52U J Kevin Blackburn 

2 566 Sean Fromhold 

3 380 Larry James 

4 66V 

93M 

51 

Chuck Hodson 

John Vangolen 

Chuck Bullwinkle 

5 91M   Jody Heintzman 

If you’re reading this on your computer and have 
the latest Adobe® Reader® software installed, click 

on the image below to view a few seconds of 

vintage MX racing at the Crooked River Ranch in 

central Oregon. Turn your speakers Up. 

 

Announcements: 

Tom Ruttan has been asked to do a couple of 

presentations for the museum. He has found 

someone for a car one, but is looking for someone 
to do a motorcycle presentation. 

Gene is working on a family 100th anniversary 

celebration next September to commemorate his 

father-in-law’s trip and the opening of Walker 
Cycle in Salem and Columbia Cycle in Vancouver.  

Don’s Linkert Troubles 

Don mentioned our meetings might be more 

interesting if we talked more about motorcycles 
and less about parties. He shared his story about 

his carb adventures this summer.  

Don missed a Silver and Chrome ride because he 

had to take his Linkert carb apart to fix a leak. It 
turns out, the needle was all gunked up. Aha! 

problem solved. 

Don took the bike to the Northern Rockies Chapter 

Road Run the following week. Same thing 

happened again. Gas spilled all over the place. 

http://www.ahrmanw.com/
http://www.ahrmanw.com/
http://dev.ahrma.org/?page_id=45
http://www.novationinc.net/
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Don bought a new needle and new composite float 

(vs the old brass one). When he went to install 
the float, he discovered the float wasn’t set 

properly. 

With the new float properly adjusted, all fixed. 

Except, now the petcock leaks. Don bought a new 
one from Starklite. One half is chrome, the other 

half is brass. Got it installed. Unfortunately it 

leaked like a sieve. Took it back off and examined 

it. The chrome was full of pits. Don mentioned the 
poor quality. 

Don went to Baxter and looked at petcocks. He 

found one that looked close. After installation, he 

now has a fuel system that doesn’t leak!  

Meeting adjourned at 2:45 

January Business Meeting Agenda 

The January Business Meeting is being held at the 

Powerland Texaco Saturday, January 14, 2012. 

Topics we’ll discuss: 

 Review of November meeting minutes 

 Treasurers’ report 

 2012 Road Run Committee Report 

 New Business  

Our Business Meetings are where we discuss 

issues important to Chapter operation. Your 

thoughts are needed to make decisions for the 

future. We hope to see you there. 

Fuel Petcocks 

Mike Brown sent a picture of the Needle Valve he’s 
using as petcocks on his bike. Mike writes, ”Tell 

Don I use needle valve petcocks on my Chief.” No 

leak, no seep. These are a standard needle valve 

with a female pipe fitting on the tank side and a 
tube fitting on the other. I cut a bit of the handle 

off so it fits close to the tank. 

 
Mike Brown’s off the shelf petcock solution. 

Linkert Carburetor Maintenance 

Don’s recent overflowing carburetor problem 

might be shared by others. I’ve rounded up some 

Linkert maintenance instructions from a Service 
Shop Dope, #229 dated February1942. 

Linkert Carburetor Bowl and Float Detail 

 
Linkert Carburetor Bowl and Float 

If your carburetor bowl continually leaks or 

overflows, remove it and clean any visible dirt 

with gasoline and compressed air. Test the float 
valve and seat by holding the bowl upside-down 

so the float valve closes. Next, suck on the bottom 

of the float valve seat. The valve and seat should 

hold suction. If the valve and seat leak after 
repeated testing, replace the float valve and seat. 

After checking the float valve and seat, check float 

condition. Replace the float if damaged or soaked. 

To remove the float, cut the seal around the float 

screw holding the float to the float lever. Next, 
remove the float screw and attach the new float to 

the lever. This should be done with the float valve, 

float valve lever, float hinge pin and screws, float 

valve seat and gasket assembled in the bowl. 

Before tightening the float screw, adjust as 

follows: Looking down on the bowl with gasoline 

inlet side away from you, pull the float toward you 

to the limit of the float lever slot and left about 
1/16" off the bowl center line. This provides 

necessary body clearance. Tighten the float screw 

and fix the top of the float screw to the float with 

loc-tite or similar. Recheck the float height and 
adjust as necessary using the following procedure.  

Check the float level, and if necessary, reset to 

1/4". Measure directly opposite the float lever with 

the bowl held upside-down (top of float to top of 

bowl). When adjusting the float, don’t bend the 
float lever upward without removal from bowl.  

http://www.starklite.com/indian-motorcycles/pc/home.asp
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Making adjustments in this manner bends and 

spreads the fingers in which the head of float 
needle fits, and thus develops lost motion 

between float and needle. Float and lever 

assembly should be removed from bowl, and lever 

then bent as required. 

Before assembly, check that the needle head is a 
good free fit between lever fingers with no more 

than .003" play. This clearance can also be 

checked after the lever is assembled in the bowl, 

by carefully placing a small screw driver or a small 
rod against the valve head in such a position that 

it will hold the valve firmly against the seat and 

yet not bind the lever. Moving the lever up and 

down will then show the amount of actual 
clearance between the valve head and fingers. If 

this clearance is excessive the float mechanism 

will not feed properly. After assembling, check 

that the float is square with the top of bowl. 

Remove the bowl drain plug to quickly flush the 

bowl. Before removing this plug turn off the 

gasoline at the tanks. Be sure to carefully tighten 

the plug when replacing. 

Fuel Circuit Adjustment 

The carb is the last part of the engine you tune. 

Intake and exhaust valve seating & adjustment, 

well sealed  intake manifold, good coil, condenser 

and breaker points, spark plug gap, timing and 
battery condition must all be correctly set. If all 

these check out, try adjusting the carburetor. 

Start the adjustment process by making sure the 

motorcycle is standing completely upright. 

 
Linkert Carburetor Primary Adjustment Locations 

1 Turn both needle valves clockwise until they 

seat using caution not to over-tighten as it 
may damage the needle valve or seat. 

2 Turn the high speed needle valve 

counterclockwise 1-1/2 turns.  

3 Turn the low speed needle valve 

counterclockwise 3 to 4 turns.  

4 Start and thoroughly warm the engine making 

sure the choke lever is fully open before 

starting any adjustments. 

5 With the engine at an idle (throttle closed 
position), fully retard the spark and adjust the 

low speed needle clockwise one notch at a 

time until the engine starts to miss. Then back 

it out counterclockwise 5 to 10 notches, until 
the engine runs smoothly. Turning ther low 

speed needle valve clockwise leans the 

mixture, counterclockwise richens the mixture. 

6 Rev the engine to about ½ throttle and hold 
steady to adjust the high speed needle valve. 

Turn the high speed needle valve clockwise 

until the engine starts to falter. At this point 

turn needle valve counterclockwise until the 

engine runs at its fastest speed. Check this 
adjustment by retarding the spark and 

opening the throttle. If the engine backfires 

through the carburetor it indicates a too lean 

mixture and the needle valve should be turned 
counterclockwise a notch or two.  

If the engine chokes when the throttle is 

opened, it indicates a too rich mixture and the 

high needle valve should be turned clockwise.  

7 When making each adjustment, slowly turn 

each needle valve a notch or 2 at a time giving 

the engine time to respond. Once settings are 

finalized note the needle valve position so you 

can return to it if anything happens. Although 
the high and low speed needle valves operate 

independently, they affect each other. For this 

reason, return to the low speed needle valve 

and readjust as in step 6. 

8 Adjust idle speed by adjusting the idle speed 

screw on the throttle shaft bell crank. Turning 

it clockwise increases the engine speed, 

counterclockwise decreases engine speed. 

If your settings are correct, the engine runs slowly 

but evenly. Always run low speed and high speed 

jets a little on the rich side, it makes for easier 

starting and a cooler running motor reducing the 
chance of burning the pistons. 
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Upcoming Events 

Check out these upcoming antique and vintage 

motorcycle events. 

Date Event 

January 14 OTC Business Meeting, Brooks OR 

January 12 -14 Mid America Las Vegas Auction at the 

South Point. 

January 12 Bonham’s Las Vegas auction at the 
Imperial Palace. 

January 12 -14 Auctions America - RM Auctions Las 

Vegas auction at the Rio. 

January 19-22 Vancouver International M/C Show 

February 11 OTC Business Meeting, Brooks OR 

April 28 Mt Vernon Swap Meet. WVM Chapter 

 

 
A view from along one of the 2012 Gold Rush Run routes – Rosie. 

OTC Forum Classifieds 

By Our Members 

1951 FL, 3 speed and reverse with 1941 sidecar. 

Very nice outfit, runs great, fresh rebuilt Linkert, 
interior of sidecar in nice shape, spare tire on the 

sidecar. Email gene@roguehawg.com for more 

information and pictures or call 541-944-7641. 

2 Scouts for sale. 

 45-inch in a 741 frame. Needs finishing with 

wiring and misc stuff to get it running. Painted 

a beautiful, $1500.00, 2-tone blue.  

 52-inch in a 741 frame. Has vertical twin front 

forks and wheel, TT warrior rear wheel and Jr. 

Scout tanks. 

Contact Ben Beberness, bbeberness@aol.com  

Editor’s Note: 

OTC Forum Classifieds are available to all AMCA 

members registered on the OTC Forum. 
Advertisements posted on the forum are listed 

here when space is available. Please remove your 

ads from the forum as soon as possible following 

the sale. 

Deadline for articles, advertisements or other 

submissions to the Trail Gazette is the 25th of the 

month. Send submissions to garyk@amcaotc.org 

 
Western Washington Motorcycle Club in Seattle on June 4, 1911 

 

mailto:gene@roguehawg.com
mailto:bbeberness@aol.com
mailto:garyk@amcaotc.org
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Linkert Carburator Parts 

 
1. Bowl lock nut 14. Throttle lever 27. Air intake shaft stop 
2. Lock nut gasket 15. Throttle lever arm 28. Friction ball 

3. Main nozzle retainer spring 16. Throttle shaft spring 29. Friction spring 

4. Main nozzle 17. Throttle shaft screw (2) 30. Air intake disc screw (2) 
5. Bowl 18. Throttle disc 31. Air intake disc 

6. Bowl cover gasket 19. Throttle shaft 32. Air intake shaft 

7. Float valve seat 20. Low speed needle valve 33. Idle hole body plug 
8. Float valve seat gasket 21. High speed needle valve 34. Idle passage plug screw (3) 

9. Float lever pin 22. Needle valve lever screw 35. Fixed Jet 

10. Float 23. Needle valve lever 36. Throttle shaft bushing (2) 
11. Float lever 24. Needle valve lever spring 37. Venturi 

12. Float valve 25. Lever spring collar  

13. Throttle stop lock screw 26. Air intake shaft nut and washer  
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